
by TOMMY KEEN 

Perhapa thi s article ta a waste of time. Are any readen lnterellted in Clltf 
House and Morcove? Mary Cadogan - yea, Ray Hopkin.a - yea, Esmond Kadi.ah - yee, 
b.lt who elae? Greyfriara, st. Jim's, Rookwood, a. Frank' a. through the y•ra they 
have all bad their legioos ot admtrera, and In their time, ao had Cliff HOWie ••• and 
Morcove. Jllt the lDtereet 1D the boys' papers of our youth seem.a to have remained, 
wbereae the interest lo tbe girls' papers has, maybe, waned. 

When I first became aware ol. the gtrla of cutf Houae School, I bad never aeen 
a copy of tbe Magnet, ond al tbougb I waa young enougb to still be enjoying Tiger Tim'• 
Weekly, and the Rainbow, I became intensely faaclnated by two weekly mapdnea 
wblch my sister, who was Sfferal years my ae11lor, decided to b.ly weekly. Theae 
were the Schoolgirls ' Own, and the School Friend. Tbe stortee ot. Betty BartOll ~ 
Co. 1n the Schoolgirls' Own were, I must admit, my favcurttea, bit I aleo enjoyed 
greatly the adventure& of Barbara Redfern II Co. ln the School Frteu~. 

Way back ln 1922, there appeared In th e School Friend for ten coneecuttve 
Issues, stories featuring the most popular gtrle ln the Fourth FonD at Cllff Houae . 
each story, CaJcern1ng one of the gtrla, Ct)!Dplete ln lt aelf . Al•o, and tbi• wa• the 
great thrill o! those ckys, ~ channlng colo-Jred picture , by the famou s Clltf Hou•e 
artist, G. M. Dodaboo, was given free. I remember, even now, the order ln which 
the girls were featured:- P.eggy Preston, Clara ·Trevlyn, Philippa Derwent , Mabel 
Lynn, BeHle DJnter, Marjorie Hueldeoe, Bari,ara Redfern, Dolly Jobllng, PbyWo 
Howell and Augusta Anetn1ther Browne. Tbeae, therefore, to me were the 1Prla cl 
Clllf House School. 

Howeve r , two elder brothers, even older than my •iater, thought it wae time 
I r ea d th e Magnet and the Gem, pertodJc a le which they had read a decade before (and 
which, I waa to learn, the y wanted to Nad apin), and ao !beca me aC(J.la1nted wtth, 
a.nd enraptured by, the boys ol. Greytrtars a.ad Et. Jtm'a. Tbeae booke d1d not how­
eve r , lessen my Interest tn the School Fr iend and the Schoolglrla' Own, and ao, to 
my utter amazement, ln an Issu e I bought of the Magnet, Marjorie Ha:r.eldene, Clara 
Trev lyu, and Bessie B.a.nter of ClUf House School were featured. Thia was mlring 
the Levison brothers ' return to Or eyfriara series. I was aeto.+Dded, but delighted to 
read of Marjorie & Co., and was absolutely enthralled by the strange drawt.np of the 
Cliff Hoose girls, by Mr. C. II. Chapman, Clora and Marjorie with nowtn1 ringlets, 
and tiny stnw boaters, whereas 1n the School Friend, aa depicted by G. M. Dodaba:J, 
both these young ladies wore bobbed hair, in the style ot the period. Naturally, J 
a s sumed, like many other re aders, that Frank and Hilda Rlebards 'were br<ltber and 
stater. How wroog we were. 

Of more rece nt times, J discovf:red that Marjorie Hazeldene firat appeared In 
the Magnet in 1908. Bessle &mer wae introduced 1D Magnet No. ~82, dated 5th 

April , 1919, 1n ''The Artful Dodger", and by the Um e ehe aJJPM,Nld ap.tn to IHue 
So . 596, 5th July, 1919, "Bessie veraus BHby", the School Friend bad made tta 
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appearance on the bookstalls, the fitst issue dated 17th May, 1919, and Bessie was 
tnst.alled ln Cllrr House. 

I became increas ingly puzz.led by the Magnet Cliff House characters, hardly 
any mention was made of Barbara and Msibel, the leading lights in the School Friend, 
and especially when I read some earl y Schoolboys' Owri Ubraries , reading ror the 
first time in the Greyfriars stories of Phyllis Howell , and Philippa Derwent, and of 
a plump young lady called Wilhelm ina Limburger . At the time , I did not realise I 
was reading the early adventures or Harry Wharton &. Co. 

Right - so far, so good. I knew nothing about substitute writers, and that 
Phyllis and Philippa were figments of a Mr, Pentelow's imaglnation, nor that the 
first five or s ix issues or the School Friend Cliff House stories were written by 
Frank Richards, (Charles Hamilton) 1 bJt recen tly, reading an issue of.a Magnet from 
May 1925, ''The Feud with Cliff House", and having been given to unde r stand that 
Wilhelmina IJ.mbJrger vanished from the Greyfrtars sto ries duri ng the Great War 
(owing to her Germ.In origin), to my amazement, her name crop ped up again, ln the 
ssime sentence as Bessie &.mter 1 s. This story featured Phyllis, rather more than 
Marjorie "and Clara, and still, in 1925, Clara was sporting her ringlets. I therefore 
wonder who wrote this story, was 1t Frank Richards, or was 1t Pentelow? 
Evidently there was little or no co-operation with the School Friend. 

Referring to another Magnet, dated 17th January, 1920, on the Editor's page, 
a girl reader writes suggesting that a paper should be issued about the Cliff House 
gt rls, and the Editor, making a few remarks, wanted other readers' opinions as to 
whether this would be a popular Idea . As the School Friend, hsd by thst time, been 
on sale fol' eight months, it seemed a most peculiar remark. Neither, as I can 
t race, was any mention made In the Magnet in the month of May 1919, of the new 
J)Ubllcation for girls ·. Curiouser and curlouser 1 Alice would have said, 

In March 1925, a ·new series of the School Friend beg an. Instead of the old 
size, like the Magnet and the Gem, it wa.s now near er the size of the Schoolgirls' 
Own. Marjorie and Clara were the leading characte rs in the first issue, but who was 
'Hilda Ricbsirds' now? Horace Phillips? L. E . Ranso me? (This may have been 
explained m past anicles by Mary Cadogan, or other writers.) The characters in 
the School Friend fr om 1919 to 1925 remaine d almost the same, various new girls 
came, and went : and until the end or 1925, the Founh Form were as follows: -

Barbara Redfern 
Mabel Lynn 
Bessie Bunter 
Clara Trevly n 
Mar]orie Haz.eldene 
Dolly Jo bitng 
Phyllis Howell 
Philippa Derwenl 
Peggy Preston 
Augusta Anstn.ither-Browne 
lllcy Morga n 

Katie Smith 
Cissy Clare 
Gwen Cook 
Freda Foote 
Nancy Bell 
Marcia Loftus 
Agnes White 
Annabel Hitchens 
Hetty Hendon 
Vivienne Leigh 
Bridget 0 1Toole 

.. 
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One other gir l, called Meg Lennox, tert Cliff Hoose ln 1924, but st r angely 
enough was mentioned In the hard-back , publlshed after the la st war, 'Bessie Bunter 
of Cliff House School' . In January 1926, Jemima Carstalrs commenced her career 
at Cliff House. but more of Jemima later on. 

Regar ding the characters in the School Friend, apart troin enjoying stories of 
Phyllis and Philippa, to me , the most inte re s ting girl was Augusta Anstruther·Browne, 
the female ~lvalent or Herbert Vernon-Smith of Greyfrt ars, who, when she was bad , 
was very bad, and when she was good, was very friendl y with Peggy Preston, the 
sc holar shi p girl. Rich girl, poor gi rl, as Vei-non-Smtth and Tom Redwlng were 
rich boy , poor boy. 

In 1925, as Greylrlars and Hlghcllffe had been completely ignored In the 
School Friend , (although in an issu e late 1924, at Frlardale Station the announcement 
ts made "Alight her e for Cliff House and Greyfrlar s" ), a Boys' School nearby was 
introduced, l.en cheste r Coll ege. and the first story fea turin g Jack Tolhurst & Co. 
In 1925, was ca ll ed "Barbara's Boy Friend " (or "Chum" - I forget which), In the 
ea rl y days of the School Friend; there was a lso another Girls' School In the 

.!.,rl ardale/Coo rtf ie ld locallty ,_Danesford Hall, bui the girls of Danesford Hall did 
not appear too often in the stories . However , this means , that In this small rural 
Kentlsh distrtct, there was Greyfrtars ·. HJghcUUe, Cliff House. Danesford Hall , 
Lanchester College, and when CUfr House appeared ln Th e Schoolgirl in the 1930' s, 
yet anoth er Boys• School cropped up . On a ball day, the bun shop In Coortfleld must 
have been crowded~ 

Now, back to Jemima Carstalrs. In th e Christmas Issue of the School Friend 
in 1925, when Barbara & Co. were staying at the home of Clara Trevlyn 1s par ents. 
Jem ima ar rived as a guest ot the Tre vlyns', who became a popular favour ite 
immediate ly. But the lntroduCUon of Jemima Carsta lr s to the Cliff House girls was 
rather intriguing, as for the pre vious four weeks, she had appear ed as a new scholar 
at Morcove School, the fam ous scholastic est ablis hment of Betty Barton & Co. In 
the Schoolgirl s' Own. For th e firs t time, ln the hist ory of th'e two papers, there 
appeared almost an involvemen t , but Jemi ma . arter the Ol r lstmas vacation, Joined 
&bs & Co. at Cliff House, wltb never a mention or reference being made Lhat 
Jem ima had spe nt a brief sojourn at Morcov e . Thi s was a great plly , lt would have 
been a chance for the Morcove and CUif House girls to me et, but evidently Jemima 
was not an lnvenUon of Hora ce Phtlltps. l:ut was introduced into the Morcove stories 
by L . E . Ransome. This, however, has all been explamed before ln various earlier 
1:1,nicles by Mary Cadogan . 

·or one thing I fee l certain , JemtmB•s arrival at Morcove School altered the 
appearance or the Mor cove girl s . Within a few weeks of Je mima ' s departure, the 
long tresses of the Morcove girl s were bobbed and shingled at an alarming rat e . 
'l'he ill ustrations of Jemima in the Schoolgirls' Own. by Leona rd Shields, were 
ma gnificent . and therefore , seeing her fi rst in the Schoolgirls' Own, I was not so 
lmJJr es.Sed with G. M. Dodsba)'s drawings of thi s very modern schoolgir l in the 
S!'hool Fri end . 

The School FrierJd r an "to a close at th e end of the 1920's . but by now, although 
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st.ill an avid reader of the Magnet and Gem, I was becoming interested In the film 
magazi ne s, but aft.er the School Friend, another paper soon appeared, ' 'The 
Schoolgirl" , wluch included a long story each week of Barbara Redfern "Co. of 
Cliff House School. Naturally, I bought th e new paper to see how Babs Ii Co. fared 
in different dress. 

I was shattered, and after a few issues, I read or saw the Schoolgir l no more. 
This was not the Cliff House I knew, and although reallslng the stories had to more 
or less keep up with the times, the girls weren't the same. Where was Dolly 
Jobllng? Vivien ne Leigh? Augusta? And bow did ouch girls as Janet Jordan and 
Leila Carroll materialise? No explanation was given, and although I am certain 
these stories and fresh characters must have appealed to new readers, they were 
not for me . Even though the girls, illustrated by T. E. l.6idler, were much pretti er, 
I resented that Barbara, Marjorie, and of course Bessie :&.inter, did not even faintly 
resemble the (l must admli) rather strange Cllff House girls as portrayed by G. M. 
Dodshon over the previCIUS decade. 

So, at long laSt, for me, three different Cllff House Schools were over, 
C. H. Chapman ' s (whose very earl y . illustrations of the girls, prior to the Sch09l 
Friend, sti ll absolutely fascinate me), G. M. Dodshoo's and T, E, Latdler's. As 
by this time, the stories in the Magnet were being illustrated by Leonard Shields, 
whenever Marjorie and Clara were depleted 1n the 1930's (as in ''The Feud With Cliff 
House" in 1937), they appeared to me as lf the y were two Morc ove girls, escaped 
from the Schoolgirls' Own. So, good-bye Cliff House . 

MORCOVE SCHOOL 

Why did I like Morcove School? Perhaps, because they were the Itrst school 
srories I ever read . Cenainly, with the exception of Betty Barton, and Cora and 
Judit h Grandways, the early characters were not to,:, clearly defined. There was 
little, or no humour in the siories, b.tt maybe that appea led to me, for in later years 
J was to become an addict of the Talbot, Levison, Card ew, Vernon...:Smtth, Tom 
Redwing, et c ., emotional stories in the Magnet and the Gem. So called humorous 
char acte r s, Billy and Bessie Bunter, Horace Coker, Fisher T. Fish and even 
Naomer Nakara (iater to appear in the Schoolgirls' ONn as the lmp), left me <pJlte 
cold. The appalling way hr wbJch poor Betty Barton was treated by the vlciOUs and 
snobb is h girl s of Morcove School upon her arrival. gave one littl e cau se to chuckle. 
Then, as the weeks went by, and Betty, by proving her worth in all kinds of difficult 
s1:uatlons, ioond a few good friends in girls such as Polly Unton, Madge Minden, 
Trixie-Hope , Dolly Delane and Tess Telawney. By the fourteenth Issue, Betty was 
Capt.am of tht: Founh Form. 

Madge Minden, the Morcove musician, became (and remained ) my favourite 
character righ t from the time she was introduced. At first she was rather a complex 
char acter , 11ery handsome, bJt moody and temperamental, but as time passed, she 
became ·~own as sta id, clever Madge, a great favourite of all the members of Betty 
Ban .c.n's cotarie ~and, I always suspected a favourite character of 'Ma rj orie stanton' s ). 
Aiso . she was a special chum of Polly Linton's brother, Jack. 

The re was depth and mystery too, ln m~my o( the Morcove series, especially 
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with the introduction of unwelcome, and (way back in 1921) rather frightening 
visitors from Morocco , which included the beautiful Rose of the Desert, bJ.t the 
many series of Betty & Co's adventures in Morocco, have been described before in 
full by Ray Hopkins, (Collectors• Digest Annual 1974). 

Evidently the Mar jorie Stanton stories in the Scboolglrla 1 Own were not all 
written by Horace PhJlUps , &;n example of a substitute author being the Jemima 
Carstalrs series (as mentioned in the Cllff House chapter). These stories appeared. 
in December 1925, but there were also two other series which appeared in the 
autumn of 1924, which, I am almost certain were not written by Horace Phillips, 
and maybe could even also be the work of L. E. Ransome. These were Nos. 191-195, 
''T he Mysterious Three", and 196-199, "Stolen Honours". Even when I read those 
stories many years ago, they seemed different from the usual Morcove tales. Two 
or three leading characters of Betty's group were not mentioned - Naomer Nakara, 
Helen Craig and Dolly Delane - not even Batty'& arc h enemy, Cora Grandw ays, but 
as soon as the two series were over, baCk came Naomer, Helen and Cora. 
flrangely enough , Naom er and Helen were also ignored again in tbe Jemima stories. 
Was the author writing about characters who were in the stories a year or so earlier, 
before Naomer and Helen had arrived, and whilst Cora was away from Morcove? 

Tbe accepted FoUrth Form at Morcove from 1921 to the end of 1927 were:-

Betty Borton 
Madge Minden 
Tess Trelawney 
Dolly Delaoe 
Grace Garfield 
Norah Nugent 
Ella Elgood 
Ursula Wade 

Polly Untoo 
Paula Creel 
Trixle Hop, 
Helen Craig 
Etta Hargrove 
Elsie Drew 
Eva Merrick 
Sybll Farlow 

Df.ana Forbes 
Mabel Rivers 
Kathleen Murray 
Stella Munro 
Je ss Llnplrd 
Monica Holden · 
Cora Grandways 
Judith Grandways (lata'to 

become Judy Cardew) 

Beginning with the first te rm in 1928, a new girl arrived, one who was to 
become one of the most pop..zla r characters In the Morcove saga, and who, after the 
first. early mh,, . .mderstandlngs, became the final member of the llttle band known a a 
Betty Barton & Co,. This girl's name was Pamela Wlllougbby. 

Betty's intimate circle consisted of Betty herseU, Polly Uoton, Paula Creel, 
i1adge Minder1 Tess Trelawney, Dolly Delane, TriXle Hope, Helen Craig, Naomer 
Nakara and then Pam. Unfortunately, a character I always bad a soft spot for, · 
Trixie Hope. vani shed from the stori es soon after Pam arrived. · 

Betty Bartoo was a finely drawn character, she had far more appeal (to me. 
at leas t) th(m Barbara Redfern of Cliff House . After th e many trials during her first 
few term s at Morcove, Betty did not appear as the featured lead 1n too many stories. 
Series starrtr,g Polly Linton or Pam Wllloughby cropped up all the time, and even 
Madge Minden was featured regularly in various series. Betty. I suppose, could be 
almost the female counterpart of Tom Merry of a. J im 's. An excellent leader, but 
never pushing, loyal , pretty (as Tom was handsome) , and adored by Polly and tbe 
rest of the gir ls. 
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·Now· back to an ear 1it:r pcuagur,h 1eg&rdi1Jg Jemima Car-stai r s in the Cliff 
Hc.,usc re view. and the idea of a m,,...eting bet.we.;r. i.he MorCO\e and the Cliff House 
girls . 

Mvr cvve School was m Nc,nb De7 VL 1U1d Cliff Hou36, ot C<AJ?Bf, was in Kent, 
and it see med aa lf 'n~ ·. u rhe twain wouh1 Ulit;~:.• ~ ThE:n, JUsi before the Sch0<,lgirls 1 

Own Annual lot 19l6 was duo ~- be vn sa!e <.·n 1bo bookstalls (approx . 1st Sept . 1925), 
large announc•m•nts were ma.:le in b-:ith th• Schoolgl,ls ' O..n, a,,d the School Friend, 
for read ers to ensure ihat U,ey quickly t>ooght thei r co~les of the new Annual, to 
re ad of the great 111,d bl stoxle in0<et!ng between \ha girls oi Moxcove and Cliff House 

· Schools . Absolute e.cl temen t , , • tut dlaiil u• iooment followed . Many a hard earned 
six shillings was apent on b.lyllig the Anr.uai l) J tt;ad d' this momentous OCcaslon, but 
ala s, I; for one,· ·was terrib ly d.upw=r ,tW . 'ft waa merely a one-aci play~ not even 
a story, W:;.b a.~ bara &dle .m ai,J M•be ! l )r"' eiilHnt at More cr,e to arrange a 
bookey mat.ch wist II&.!) & Co. W!:h such a di.it..nce between the two schools, even 
the Idea of a hock•) m•t, ' h waa Ildicul,,u • . lhe ~lay was called ''!'be Blter Bit", 
written by Marj vd a 9:.,,,.,. AND H!!d.; Richard s, bit It was very weak, and must 
have been a great l•t-d.,,.,, 1.:.r the. readers. Ne-:6r again dld__the Idea of a meetlng 
CJX,p up. 

Nr,w, : oft.i!n think bi.C'K iv tbu,e fat •~a:,· Jays wber. I lhe d in Ayl6sbury, in 
Buc.kinghunsh.!1e, and ho9,, with '!."wv ~r tbrte ,Jth~r scboolmastc:i,, we: otten 
im•giJ,eJ meeiinga ·.;,.,h H•rr , Whatt 0<,, Reg1o•ld Talbot , Madge Minden , Pby!Us 
Howell . Cardew, Cha and le vl,on an.J ,.hough w• have now le arned of substitute 
wrlieu, nom de plum••. er.c. , l r.an vnh ,ha,.i, Chnlea Hamllt on/ Frank Richards / 
Hii.da. Richa.rdo·'Man .u. CUflurd,M ~rJvt !c: S-:a.tJh·n. Hvrace Phllhps / L . £ ."Ransome 
and Uncle Tvttt Cc.b!~y atid AL~ , ••. i J,...1-g,f .;:::tll( C . H. Chapman 1 G, M. Dodahon, 
and LeOllard Shj.,:;!ile fo·r a:J r.t,e ~:ca':fYfo the)'. -ru,· .. e g:f\.'En us for sc, many y6are. 

Wi~h 1i! g1f; t_ 011e e;,.n c..n.iy &a:i ··r ~•!',\\o!n C!iif H,.use . CUff House, Cliff 
Hoost: ANO ~ •1Cf1J~ t'' ~. • 


